January 4, 1951

Dr. Tracy M. Sonnsbora
Zoology Department
Indiana University
Bloomington, Indlana

Dear Traoy:

I am very sorry that I have not bsen abls $o manage a trip to see
you and talk over the plan of the buoik. I an quito enthusiastic about
working with you, and hops we can come to aome compromiss batmésbhéhe
subsidiury part I would prefer to take and the more ambitious parti-
eipation you have indicated., Usaawhile, I am giving the ~atter as much
attentlon as I can amidst the inevitable other duties.

Some waeks ago, ths American Cancer Society invited my participation
in the 2d iatdnnakiona¥erence to bs held st Cinncinnati; the initdal
propcsal was quite unattractive, but Andervent later explained the
progran much more satlsfactorfly, and I plan to attend with a promise
not to talk about cancer. I wis especially pleased that Andervont men-—
tioned that you ware on the pansl; I hops that most of the meetings
will be dull sncugh that we can spsnd soms time together.,

I have printed your microfilu, but cannot pretedd to have studied
it closely so far. The nagutive 13 enclosed.

Lately, I've become 1nterested in the literature on intracellular
symblosoes, and am lookdng forward to Buchner's new book {to be published
by Verlagz Birkhauser). Pascher has some very nrovocative illubbrations
of "cyanelle" symbicses in s summary in JB. wics. Bot.,71.(1929). The
Paramecium bursaria complex intrigues me Yoo, for I think that an experi-
mental atudy of symbiont specialization might be possible. Loefsr claims
to have succeeded, where Pringsheim did not, in cukturing the zeochlorellas.
One could look for chlorophyll mutations in the fres chlorellae (hul@réndck)
and then study their lnteraction with the host genotyps (presumsbly capable
of heme syntheses) by reimplantation. I was also struck by a coument by
#ichterman (Biol,Bull. 8l)that the zoochlorellae of some stocks were toxic
to other stocks of P. bursaria. Do you know of any followup on thils? All this
is a rather nalve reactlion to a field whose complexity I had not previously
suspscted, but as various people have pointed out the geneticist may find
much to learn in it.

Yours sincereky,

Joshua Lederberg



